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From the Mersey. Liverpool holds the proud honour 
of being the second city in England and one of the 
greatest seaports of the world. It first arose to a position 
of commercial importance in 1662, and since that date has 
never receded, but always gone on advancing. The first 
dock, the forerunner of the present marvellous series of 
docks and quays, was laid out in 1709 by William Steers, 
on the site of the Custom House, and filled in when the 
Salthouse Dock was constructed. 
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